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Brothers & Co. was thrown In the path of PRESIDENT'S MESSAGEA HALF MILLION LOSS
but Inquiry at the headquarters of the fire
department last night indicated this report
to be incorrect.

ESTIMATED LOSS, r 10,00(1

y S Falrj cold.

! 200 Men's
Suits$12 and $15

At
JSar-geiir- x VTitlx

)

We have about two hundied Men's Suits as a reminder
that many lots have been in great demand by knowing,
tasteful buyers so good a demand, so great a popularity,
that of some lots there are but two or three suits left.

The fact that these suits are the last of their respective
lots brings big benefit to the buyers now.

These are 812 and' 815 Suits. We struck a popular
chord when we made these prices.

stop. The neighboring stores were crowded
with spectators, who watched the progress
of the flames from under shelter. The sun
shene through the clouds as a great red
ball, but no apparent warmth came from It.
Near the fire it was very hot and at a safe
distance it was very cold.

Added to this scene of destruction was
the falling of walls. Every few minutes a
portion of a wall would totter and come
down with a crash, stirring up the material
which was burning and causing fresh
sparks and flames to start forth. The fall-
ing of the south wall of the Ward estab-
lishment was the cause of a serious ac-
cident which resulted in the serious injury
of Frank Sloan, of Xo. 1 hose company.
He and Pat Murphy, the latter of the
Four's truck, are at St. Vincent's, and
it will be many weeks before they can be
about. They were passing through Chesa-
peake street when the wall camo tumbling
down. They endeavored to escape, but
were caught by It. Sloan suffered a frac-
ture of the left leg and thigh, a dislocation
of the right hip and a double compound
fracture of the Jaw. His recovery Is proba-
ble, though hi3 life will have tq be sustained
on liquid nourishment for weeks. Pat
Murphy had his right fore arm fractured.
The two men were no sooner pinioned by
the fall.n walls than assistance came.
They were removed and conveyed to the
hospital, where Police Surgeon Kahlo
dressed their injuries'

Excitement and fear ran high through
the crowd, for It was reported that several
firemen had been buried by falling walls
while several rumors had It that employes
of Schnull & Co. had been caught by a
falling wall and consequently were in the
burning building. Later, after the excite-
ment had died down, the different fire
captains called the roll of their com-
panies while managers of the different
firms looked after employes and no one
except those accounted for were absent.

PROGRESS OF THE FIRE.

Xow, to close them to clear the tables we say

the$8.45
The suits are of Cheviots, Scotch goods, Cassimeres and

Worstedsexcellently made.

The Sale begins this morning.

ATrVfW

MURPHY, HIBBEN '& CO.
Wholesale Exclusively.

AIRWAY

Things Worth Buying,
Worth Giving and Worth Keeping

St. Gall Embroidered Handkerchiefs, Japanese Silk Embroidered Handker-
chiefs, Plain Linen and Silk Handkerchiefs, Side and Bang Combs, new
eftects; import line of Silk and Wool Mufflers, Umbrellas for protection as
well as presents, "Creations" in Suspenders, which a man would never buy
i : i i i .1 -- 1 ! l i - l a iuuuseu, out is ueugnieu 10 nave gmen mm.

Give "her" a Dress Pattern or a Pair of Crib Blankets. Why not?

RMSEVERY
All Kinds

All Prices .

All Guaranteed.

INDIANAPOLIS STOVE
.
CO., .mT.

destruction. Two years ago this firm put
in a water tower ani patent apparatus.
which yesterday enabled them to pass
through the flames unharmed, except by a
little water. The apparatus throws a spray
over the building-- , and when the fire besran
to encroach upon the building the appar
atus was put in operation. Back of Le-
vey's the buildings were totally destroyed,
an3 east of them the Hildebrand establish
ment was gutted, but the printing house
was unharmed, not even the glass being
broken. Across the alley in the rear of the
destroyed establishments Is the Grani Ho-
tel, and there was some fear that this
building would be damaged. Some of the
guests were alarmed; The department was
on the lookout for any- - fresh outbreak out- -,

side the doomed district, but none occurred.
At 1 o'clock all danger of a spreaJ was
passed, and fifteen streams were kept go
ing on the burning rums or a rormer ousy
district of the city. Around this district
stood ragged walls, ani from the windows
clouds of smoke continued to come all dur
ing the afternoon, while an occasional
flame couU be seen within.

MR. LrlXGEXFElTEIl'S STOItY.

Does Not Believe a Gas Explosion or
SniolderlnsrDlase Caused the Fire.
Probably as authentic an account of the

beginning of the fire as can be obtained Is
given In the story told by Mr. Arthur Lin-genfelt- er,

of No. U2 Bradshaw street. Mr.
LIngenfelter has been employed by Schnull
& Co. for about eight years as one of- - the
packers. Last night he was seen at his
home. He said he was at work on the sec-

ond floor of the building about 8 o'clock in
the morning. With two other men, Cal Go-ga- n

and Charles Ellerhursch, he was en-

gaged In packing a large box near the cen-

ter of the second room north of the Fair-
banks Scales Company, In the vicinity of
the elevator. He started towards the rear
of the store,, entering the next room on the
south. In an Instant after he entered the
room he says he heard a terrible crash,
and his first thought was the elevator had
fallen, but this thought had scarcely formed
In his mind when the gas lights went out
and left him In total darkness. He was un-

able to Imagine what had happened, and his
only thought was that his life was in great,
danger. He remembered there was a glass'
door In the rear of the room opening into
the wareroom of the Indiana Coffee Com-
pany. It was so dark in the room he could
not see a face in front of him, but he was
so familiar with the premises that he man-
aged to grope his way to the door without
trouble. It was locked, and he used his
bare fists to break the glass, after which he
managed to scramble Into the wareroom.
He made his way to the office of the Coffee
company, and assisted In carrying out their
books, although his hands were covered
with blood. He doubts the correctness . of
the assertion that the crash was caused by
a gas explosion, as he says the gas was too
low yesterday morning to cause an explo-
sion.

Last night he said he was unable to tell
whether fire had been burning between the
joists and caused them to give way or; not,
but was inclined to doubt it. There were
no electric wires in the building, and there
is no way. of accounting for fire breaking
out between the joists. From what Mr.
LIngenfelter said to one of the first men he
saw after emerging from the building, it
seems he saw the celling of the floor above
falling in, and knew the floor was about to
crash through and bury him. Last night
hesaldhe did not remember seeing any signs
of falling bricks or timbers; all he could re-
member was he heard a dreadful crash and
realized his only hopes of saving his life
was by getting out of the build;ng imme-
diately. It seems there was a small gas
stove burning on the third floor. LIngen-
felter thought It possible the floor gave way
and overturned the stove and communi-
cated fire to the combustible materials
around it. If this theory is correct the rap-
idity with which the flre spread can be ac-
counted for, as the falling floor would carry
with it all gas pipes and allow the gas to
escape. Gas escaping from the ; different
broken pipes would add to the riereene&3 of
the flames. Lingenfelters hands were not
severely cut, but ,he was considerably
shocked by the trying scenes through which
he passed. He says by the time he reached
the street smoke and flre were pouring out
over the roof. LIngenfelter says while the
floors were crowded with goods, he does not
hlnk they were overloaded, as the stock on

hand has been heavier in the past than it
was when the fire broke out yesterday.

THE TWO INJURED F1REMEX.

Frank Sloan's Condition Dangerous
Murphy More Fortunate.

Walter R. Fritts, city salesman of Ward
Brothers, was one of the spectators who
witnessed the wall of that building cave in
and bury the two firemen, Patrick Murphy
and Frank Sloan. Fritts barely escaped
himself. He was but a few feet away from
ihe section of the wall which fell. He
iays: "I had my back turned for an In-Jta- nt

when I heard the rumble and crash
of tho falling wall. I turned round and
saw several firemen running for their lives.
Brickbats and plaster were falling about
them and I was sure some had been caught.
After the sound had subsided . heard cries
of the men who had been caught. A num-
ber of the firemen rushed to their assist-
ance. I helped get the men out and they
were in an awful condition. Sloan ap-

parently had his Jawbone broken. His
face was terribly cut and gashed and he
was covered with blood. Murphy was not
so badly injured, but was suffering terri-
bly."

One of the policemen who were on duty
near the alley said he did not see the wall
Tall, but he helped take the men out oMhe
ruins. The building was only three stories
high, but the bricks He pilled up four or
rive feet deep. The policeman says: "When
I got to the comor of the alley I 'could
hear the men screaming with pain; Mur-
phy was buried with bricks up to hfs waist
and was struggling to get loose,- - Sloan
was lying in a reclining position, but his
face and head were above the pile of. bricks.
If the building had been two or three
stories higher they) must have been killed
Instantly or would have suffocated before
we could get them out. As It was we had
to work nearly a half hour before we got
Sloan released."

The Injured men were taken to St. Vin-
cent's Hospital. Sloan was found to b3
more seriously injured than Murphy. His
left leg was broken above the knee, while
his right leg was dislocated at the hip
joint. The most serious phase of his hurts,
however, consists of a compound fracture
of the lower Jawbone, which is broken
in two places, the broken fragments of
bone having penetrated through the flesh,
causing both internal and external gashes.
Besides this he was terribly bru.scd about
the head and arms by the falling brick.
The hospital pnysician says the great
danger in Sloan's injuries lies In the region
of the broken Jawbone as the inner wounds
are hard to dress. He hopes no complica-
tions will arise from this source. The
physician says if no complications ariie
clean has a good chance to recover.

While Fat Murphy escaped wilh les seri-
ous injuries he was badly hurt. The rad.us
of the ripnt arm was broken short off and
he is suffering great pain from bruis s
about the nose and cheeks. He was struck
on the back of the head by n brick, which
cut a bad gash, although 'the skull is not
fractured. He complains of pain btlow the

'ribs in the right side-an- d it Is possible
he i injured internally, although there arc
no. indications of fractured ribs. His light
leg was pinned between the masses of
falling brick and his ankle badly sprained.

Sloan Is a single man and mnkts his home
with his parents at 3' North Senate
avenue. It was first decided to remove him
to his home, but owinj; to the fact his
mother has been seriously 111 for some
time. It was thought best to take him to
the hosrital. H has four brothers and
one sister. His father and brothers called
to see him during the day and ore of the
family was with hin; constantly. He wa.
a driver at the No. 1 enqlne hou3e and
was among the first to arrive at the Arc.

Patrick Murphy, of truck No. 4, is a
Widower and has one child. The boy's
mother has been dead for el?: years. Mur-
phy has no heme In this city. His father
and mother are dead, but he has four
brothers and a sister livintc. His sl?ter
eg ""d o see the intured man at the hr- -

rtal. Murphy
etre?t.

boards at SX1 Last
It wa. reported yesterday that other f.re-ct- n

fc-
-cl tstn caught by, ths falling

Other nUnolrnu Fires on South M-
eridian Street Ilecnllrd.

The total loss of stocks an J bail lings by
the disastrous flre is estimated at $310,000.

The estimated value of the destroyed build-
ings is 113,00d. Soath Meridian street has
been the scene of many bad Arcs, and the
one of yesterday was one of the most dis-

astrous. -- In 1S70 Morrison's Ooera House,
at the corner of Meriiian and ; Maryland
streets, was destroyed. The great Erwln ami
Stout flre is remembered by all.' In ISO!

the old Baptist Church at the southwest
corner of Maryland and Meridian, was de-

stroyed, ani the ground was purchased by
Henry and August Schnull, who erected the
buildings which were destroyed yesterday.
The corner building occupied by the Hilde-
brand company was four stories high, while
the others, as far south as Chesapeake
street, were but three. All of tfie build-
ings were substantially erected, of strong
walls, but furnished within for no other
than wholesale purposes.

Albert Schnull owned the buildings from
Nos. 5S to 66, and Albert Schnull those
from 50 to 55. The value of the Joint build-
ings is about $75,000, and each Mr. Schnull
carried Insurance to the amount of S23.0-)- .

The stock of the Schnull company was
valued at $125,000, covered by insurance.
The Indiana Coffee Company was one of
the heaviest losers. The company had its
establishment in the rear of Schnull & Co.
The company is composed of A. W. Con-dui- tt,

president; J. L. Moore, treasurer, and
A. M. MoClary, manager and secretary.
The company had In stock $30,000 worth of
coffee, a small amount of which can be
sold as salvage. The Insurance amounted
to $33.0)0, making a net loss of something
like $25 000.

L. W'l Drew Is manager of the Fairbanks-Mors- e
company. He estimates the loss at

fl5,000, covered by Insurance. The Arm of
Ward Brothers is composed of Boswell and
Marion Ward and C. S. Dearborne. The
loss was estimated last evening at between
JGO.000 and $00,000, with $13,000 insurance.

The liquor firm of L'ckhouse Bros, is com
posed of Joseph and Moses Eckhouse, who
estimate their loss at $11,000, covered by
insurance. George A. Woodford and John
Pohlman compose the liquor firm, of Wood-
ford & Pohlman, which had on hand EOto
in stock. The latter was insured. P. M.
Hildebrand is manager of the Hildebrand
Hardware Company. The firm had In stock
$100,100, on which there will be a small sal-
vage. The building occupied by the Fair-
banks Scale Company was owned by Vol-ne- y

T. Malott. who valued It at $18,000. The
building occupied by Ward Bros, was owned
by Mrs. Ruddell, of California, and valued
at $29,000; partially insured.

MR. V. T. MALOTT'S CRITICISM.

Relieves the Management of the Flre
Should He Thoroughly Investigated.
Mr. Volney T. Malott, president of the

Indiana Xational Bank, s one of the losers
oy tne nre. He owned; the building oc-

cupied by 'the Standard Scales Company,
70 South Meridian street Last night Mr.
Malott said he was unable to make an es
timate of his loss, as he did not know
how extensively the building had been
burned. It will be quite heavy however,
as he carried but $5,000 insurance. He pur
chased the property several years ago from
Mrs. Ruddell, of California. Mr. Malott
said he could form no idea of the loss
on the building until practical builders de
termined how much it would cost to re
build. He said he would rebuild at once
It was estimated last night that the build-
ing south of Mr. Malott's building, which
belongs to Mrs. Ruddtll, was worth $".30,000.

Presuming his building to be equally valu
able his loss would amount to $15,030.

, Mr. Malott seems to think the fire might
have been Toetter managed and that If a
different course had been pursued at the
outset It might have been confined to
the Schnull buildings. He said last night:

"I want to say I believe "the matter of
the management of this fire ought to
be thoroughly investigated. I do not want
to make any unjust criticisms, but it seems
to me the building occupied . by the drug
comnanv and the Fairbanks Scales com
pany could have been saved. I was on
the scene a few moments after the flre
occurred, about 8:40. At that time the wind
was blowing from the southwest and the
flames had not approached these two build-
ings. I believe if a line of hose had been
run to the roof of the McCune-Malo- tt

Comnanv's buildings, south of the alley.
and a stream of water had been turned on
tho. two buildlnes they could bavc been
so completely flooded the . fire could not
have obtained a foothold. I understand Mr.
Holliday directed attention to this point
and suggested sucn action snouia De tuKen.
T heard others say on the street after
wards something of the kind ought to
have been done. I have not looked Into
the question, but I also believe It would
not havp v,pn tco hot for the firemen to
have taken a line of hoe to the top of
Levy Brothers' building. If streams of
water had. been turnea inio me nre irum
these two points I feel It could have
been confined to the Schnull buildings. I
want to see this whole question given a
most thorough investigation. As a tax-
payer I feel this ought to be done, if
tnre is rault in no oiner mrecuun
believe an investigation will show the tax- -

i rp net M'trded the legt fire pro
tection to be had in the way of proper
apparatus. I urderstana sections oi nose
wre bursting constantly and that the pres-
sure nf the water was very weak. I must
iw es a man. who has, with all other
rithf"!", on Wret in ire cuv. i am
ftHns? diseusted. I rope the matter wil

rr -- to refullv. It seems to me
vc titTnavprs of tbe citv are entitled to

the best fire protection that can be pro
cured. '

THE 3IIXOR LOSSES.

Smoke Caused Durance Outside the
Ill-Fat- ed District.

The loss to firms adjacent to the fire was
slight. Shortly after the fire broke out in
tho Schnull Building, ths McCune-Malo- tt

Company, on the corner of the alley below.
put a force of men to work on Its roof
watching the flying embers. But little dam
age was done, principally caused by smoke.

Hcaton. Siinrns & Co., wholesale jewelers.
occupy a room in the Levy Building, on
Maryland street. They carry a line cf dia
monds and fine silverware valued at $."C,0'0.

The firm estimate the loss would not ex
ceed $300, caused by water, but It was said
it would suffer heavJy througn loss or holl
dav trade as a result of the fire.

In the same building the firm of Judson
St Harms. tobacconists, lose slightly
through damage done to stocK carried out
cf the building. B. L. Blair & Co., dealers
in county and townsnip supplies, escape
entirely.

Levy Bros., printers and book-binder- s,

suffered but little lo.ss, principally by watrr.
When their building was erected an orn
couit was left! separating it from the
Schnull Building. An automatic system of
water pipes was placed in the build. ng,
making it possible to flood the entire plac.
A perforated water pipe was extended
along the wall below the eaves. Ye3terday
the water was turned Into this pipe and the
side of tho building was kpt sheeted with
water for several hours. But for this ar-
rangement there is no doubt but thtlr
building wuul 1 have been destroyed, as it
would have been Impossible to kerp the
flames from spreading to it from the
Schnull Building. If the fire had reached
thi3 building th less of yesterday may
have been JL'OO.Of'O greater.

THE INSURANCE.

List of rollcle on the Destroyed
Stock and Hulldlnita.

A glance at the distribution of the in-

surance on the destroyed property fshovs,
some Interesting things. It is seen that
the Insurance Is well scattered. It can also
be observed that in one or two instances
the Insurance exceeds the lo.s clainv.d
by the owner.. In the ase cf th- - I!1Me
branl Company, fcr iiiftancH, Mr. Hilde-
brand says his 'combined Insurance amounts
to HJ.OUtf, while the lisfa prepared by th
agencies 'puts '

the total in excess of that
amount. V'ari Uro. furnish another i-

llustration. The firm carried H'.w) Insur-
ance, whliu.lhe agent's list muks It up-re- ar

at pM&X In the exciteiaent and con-

fusion of yesterday the owners could i;Ot

(Tcntlnaed ca I)3reata Fees.)

CONGRESSMEN RESPECT TILLY LIS

TEN TO CLEVELAND'S "WORDS.

He Explnlns'Onr Foreign Relations at
Circ.it Length and linn Much to 8r

About the Nation's I'lnnnces.

CONDEMNS THE GREENBACK

AND VHGES EXTENSION OF THE
NATIONAL RANKING SYSTEM.

He Given Ilia Views on the Gold Ex
odus, Tells About Bond Issues and

Denounce Free Silver Coinage.

AN IMPORTANT OMISSION

SIR. CLEVELAND IGNORES THE
EH OWING TREASIIIY DEFICIT,

And Makes No SuRRent Ion a to Halt-lu- g;

Revenue to Offset the Lo
Canned ly Democracy Tariff Ia.

INSTRUCTIONS TO BAYARD

THE ADMINISTRATION'S POSITION ON

THE VENEZUELAN Ql ESTION.

V

Note to Salisbury Aklng that the
Doundnry- - DUpnte Re Arbitrated

Little Encouragement to Cnbnna.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 3.-G- rover Cleve-

land. Trtsldent of the United States, sent
his message to Congress to-d- y. It was de-

livered to both houses at noon by executive
clerk Pruden. In the Senato its reading
was listened to with marked v attention.
There was noticeable Interest on the Re-

publican side in reference to the Waller
case. When the Bering sea claims was
reached. Mr. Morgan, wno has been con-

spicuous in opposing tne claims, smiled at
the announcement that a new treaty had
been made, and leaned forward for an ani-

mated whispered conference with Mr. Gray.
The treatment of the British-Venezue- la

question also received marked attention.
The statement of the status of the Cuban
conflict was specially interesting, as It gave
the first official utterance on the subject.
There was a thinning out of the attendance
on the floor after the first half hour of the
reading, as Senators had printed copies. In
the House the members listened respectfully
to the words of the chief executive. As the
reading of the message progressed Interest
in It seemed to flag. Not during the entire
re.iding was there a single manifestation of
approval it disapproval, but at the conclu-

sion of the reading, which- - occupied an hour
and a half, there was a slht ccatlerrng of
applause. The message In' full follows
The Congress of the United States;

The present assemblage of the legislative
branch .of our government occur at a time
when tne Interests of our people and the
country give especial prominence to the
condition of our foreign relation and the
exigencies of our national finances. Tho
reports of the heads of the several admin-
istrative departments of the government
fully and plainly exhibit what has been ac-

complished within the scope of their respec-
tive duties and present such recommenda-
tions for the betterment of our country's
condition' as patriotic and intelligent labor
and observations suggest. I, therefore, deem
my executive duty adequately performed at
this time by presenting to the Congress the
Important phases of our position as related
to our Interests with foreign nations ar.d a
statement of the financial problem which
confronts us. omitting, except as they are
related to these topics, any reference to
departmental operations. I earnestly in-

vite, however, not only the careful consid-
eration, but the severely critical scrutiny- -

of the Congress and my fellow-countrym- en

to the reports concerning these depart-
mental operations. If justly and fairly ex-

amined they furnish proof of arduous and
painstaking care for the public welfare. I
press the recommendations they contain on
tho respectful attention of those charged
with the duty of legislation, because 1 be-

lieve their adoption would promote the jeo-ple- 's
good.

By amendatory legislation in January last,
the Argentine Republic, recognizing th
value of the large market opened to the
free importation of its wools under our la"t
tariff act, has admitted certain products of
the United States to entry at reduced du-

ties. It is rleaslng to note that the efforts
we have made to enlarge the exchange of
trade on a sound basis of mutual benefit
are in this instance appreciated by the
country from which our woolen factories
draw their needful supply of raw material.

OUR FOREIGN RELATIONS.

1VITII CHEAT liniTAIX.

Bering Sen Clnlnin. Alaskan Boundary
and the Venesuelan Question.

Our relations with Great Britain, always
Intimate and Important, have demanded
during 'the past year even a greater pharo
of consideration than usual. Several vexa-

tious questions were left undetermined by
the(decis!on of the Bering Sea Arbitration
Tribunal. The application of the principles
laid down by the august body has not been
followed by the results they were intended
to accomplish, either because the principles
themselves lacked in breadth and deflnlte-nef- s

or because their execution has been
more or less Imperfect. Much correspond-
ence has been exchanged between the two
governments on the subject of preventing
the exterminating slaughter of seals. The
Insufficiency cf the British patrol of Bering
sea. under the regulations agreed on by ths
two governments, has been pointed out:
only two British ships have been doing po-

lice duty during this srason in thone waters.
The need of a more' effective enforcement
cf existing regulations, as well as. the
adoption of such additional regulations as
txp'rirsce has shown to be absolutely nec-
essary to carry out the intent of the award,
have been earnestly urged on the British

.government, but thus far without effective
results, in the meantime, the depletion of
the s-- htr-i- s by means of pelagic hunting
lias so alarmingly progressed that, unless
their slaughter Is at once effectively
checked, tin ir extinction within a few years
Ferr.s to be a matter of absolute certainty.

The; understanding by which th United
Suites was to pay, and Gnat Britain to re-
ceive, a lump sum of $uj,at) in full settle-
ment of all British claims for damages aris-
ing from our Izure of British seallnsr

unJer the award of ths
Paris Tribunal of Arbitration was not con-
firmed bv the last e'ongrefs, which declined
to make 'the rifresary appropriation. I am
still of the cpinlon that this arrangement
was a Judicious ani aJvantareous one for
the government, and I earnestly recommenl
that It bk n,wfvttj ron?ljre1 and sanctioned.
If. however, this does not meet with ths
f.ivr f Concres. it certainly will hardly
d'.fsont from the rroioMtlon that the gov-er.irr- fnt

H touni by every conl .if ration of
honor and trod faith, to provide fcr ths
Fpctdy adjustment of these claims by arbi
tration as tr. or.iy otnvr alternative. .
trratv ef - arbitration has. therefore. lv

d on aid will t? i rr m eil .a t ei-r--i'!

?(re-
-

the Senate, so that in one of the nuiea
Kugt.ueJ a final settlement may b
reithei.Notwithstanding that Great Britain crim-
inate. 1 the propof.'l to enforce !".tern;t.;:::l
rules for the crveatlca cf cell ma ct c 2,

O.VE-QI'AIIT- ER J1I.OCK OP WHOLE--
SALB DISTIIICT III It NED OUT.

Seven IJIr Firms on Meridian Street,
Iletfreen Maryland Street and First

Alley South. Are Heavy Loaera.

ORIGIN AT SCIINULL & C0S

THIRD FLOOR GAVE WAY AND CAR
RIED A HEATED STOVE DOAVX.

Flames Spread Sonth and Destroyed
Buildings of Fairbanks Scale Com-pa- ny

and Ward Drag Company.

WIND THEN VEERED ABOUT

FLAMES SWEPT NORTHWARD AXD
WIPED OUT 3IOIIE CONCERNS.

Woodford A Pohlman and Eckhouse
Rros.f Liquor Firms, and Illldebrand

Hardware Company Suffered.

FEEBLE WATER PRESSURE

APPARATUS AXD MANAGEMENT OF
FIRE ALSO CRITICISED.

Mr. V. T. Malott Suggests an Investi
gation Fireman Frank Sloan Dan-

gerously Injured.

The destruction, of a half million dollars
of property in the wholesale district of the
city was the fire record of yesterday. Seven
large business houses are completely' wiped
out -- and wholesale buildings extending on
the west side of Meridian, from Maryland
to Chesapeake street, are totally de
stroyed. The fire began at 8:20 o'clock In
the wholesale grocery house of Schnull &
Co. All morning and afternoon it burned,
spreading to the adjoining buildings and
consuming the contents. The firemen
worked heroically under the same disad-
vantages that used to exist when buckets
were used around a burning house. At
is frequently the case the water pressure
was weak, at times the streams falling far
short of the places to which they were
aimed. The firemen stood, with a majority
of the streams, in the middle of Meridian
street. The water splattered against th
front walls while the. contents of the bulld- -

Jngs burned as freely as if miles from a
fire company. 1

The Are was not under control until after
noon. The department prevented the flames
from crossing Chesapeake street on tlu
south, an alley on the west, Maryland
street on the north, and Meridian street
on the east.' All that could be burned it
the district bounded by these thorough
fares was destroyed and then all dangei
was past and smoldering and burning
ruins stood as a monument of a half 'mil
lion dollars of property. The firms which
suffer are: .

Schnull & Co., wholesale grocers, 58 to
63 South Meridian street.

Fairbanks, Morse & Co., scales, 70 South
Meridian street.

Ward Brothers, wholesale druggists, 72

South Meridian street.
Eckhouse Brothers, wholesale liquor deal

ers, 54 South Meridian street.
Woodford & Pohlman,- - wholesale liquor

dealers, 56 South Meridian street.
Illldebrand Hardware Company, whole

sale hardware dealers, 52 South Meridian
street.

Indiana Coffee Company, in rear of
Schnull & Cos establishment.

The fire was one of many incidents. The
flames burst from windows and rolled ii
clouds of smoke. S sudden did the
fire begin that many working in tlu
Schnull and other buildings had to flee
for their lives. One employe at Schnull
escapod by means of the roof, another had
to be rescued from a fallen floor and the
scene was one of great excitement. The
day was bitter cold, the coldest of the
season. The buildings were soon covered
with ico from the water which froze as It
fell, whilo many of the wires snapped
under the weight of the Ice which formeu
on them- - The wind shifted while the fin
was at its worst. The? buildings south or
the Schnull building were fired and then
a shift of the wind to the southwest caused
those on the north to catch. At times the
heat waa so great that people could not
pass in the neighboring street with com-

fort. The firms doing business on Meridian
street in the square damaged grew appre-
hensive because of the fury of the fire,
and many locked their book3 and papers
in their safes and prepared to leave at a
moment's warning. All the while the fire-
men worked around the burning section,
their clothing frozen stiff, doing what they
could to prevent a further spread.

MUCH INFLAMMABLE MATERIAL.
In the establishments which were de-

stroyed there was much Inflammable mater-
ial. In the two liquor houses ihere were large
quantities of whisky, which burned rapidly
while the bursting of the barrels added
noise to the confusion. In tho drug house
of Ward Brothers there was material
which burned and exploded. The crowd
was kept at a safe distance by' the police,
who worked as willingly as the firemen.
On the sidewalk by the Illldebrand build-
ing there were several boxes of powder,
left there because the insurance companies
will not allow it In any building on which
there is insurance. The crowd was quick
to discover the powder and the police had
little difficulty In keeping the people back.
Men carried the dangerous boxes, each of
which contained enough explosive to blow
up several buildings, to a rlace where the
fire could not be expected to come.

A large and restless crowd watched the
Are during its early progress, while, thou-
sands visited the burning ruins yesterday
afternoon. The crowd of the morning was
constantly on the move, partly because of
the Intense cold and partly because of the
smokr. Tho latter was blown downward,
settling over the pectatrs, blinding the
firemen and completely hiding the buildings.
The smcke would clear for a pecend and
the crowd would remain quiet for the same
time when down would come another cloud
and then there was another move. Men
stood with their overcoat collars turned up
a;id their hands in their pockets congratu-
lating themselves that they were not flre-rr.- en

and telling what they would do If they
were chief of th department. Women
stood with their hands In muffs or wrapped
In capes, stamping their feet and gailng
with sincere regret on the work of destruc-
tion which it tcenisd utterly tocrziblo to

S8.4
Benefit In It.

Clean,

Clear

Saving
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For Baking or Heating.

For Coal, Wood or

Natural Gas.
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' Eagle ' Condensed Milk, 20c per' can,
32 per dozen.

Powdered Borax, 20c per lb.
V'itch Hazel Extract, 25c per pint,

35c per quart.

HIG-H-GRAB-B

CIGARS
Wholesale. Retail.

R. L.
56 West Washington Street.

Entrance Into Bates House Lobby.

S75l),000 STOLEN.

Campaign Fund of Chicago Democra
cy Used for Private Purposes.

CHICAGO, Dec. 3. Three-quarte- rs of a
million dollars has been stolen from the
campaign fund of the Democratic party
raise! for the years 1893 ami 1S31, and the
spring of 1805. This charge Is made byM.
C. Donald and Alderman John Powers. It
is sustained by the newly elected chairman
of the county central committee. Thomas
Gahan. in the statement that the funds of
the past two years have not been accounted
for. The money was raised for the cam
paign which resulted In tho election of John
P. Hopkins over George B, Swift as Mayor,
for the County Commissioners carapalgrn
following, for the aldermanic campaign, for
the "VVenter contest and for the drainage
canal campaign but recently closed. The
Democratic administration of the central
committee, born out of the assassination of
Carter Harrison, is charged with the mis
use of this money. And for this misuse
no explanation is at present forthcoming
from the Democratic citizens who stand
under the charge of having taken the
money for their own personal benefit, in
volving In its expenditure trips to Europe,
to West Baden and to Hot Springs, and the
building of various expensive residences in
different parts of the city.

OKLAHOMA MVOKCES SULU

The Drltlah Government Refuses to
Regard Them n Legal.

WICHITA. Kan.. Dec. 3.Her Majesty's
empire has taken issue with Oklahoma over
the divorce laws of tho Territorj. Recently
Teter Xeilson, a wealthy Englishman, came
from London to Oklahoma, and at the end
of ninety diys made application for a di-

vorce from his wife, Edith Neilson. The
defendant consulted the legal department of
th English government on the subject.
with the result that her Majesty's govern-
ment held that the divorce laws of Okla-
homa would not be respected in the Queen's
dominion. An elaborate opinion on the mat-to- r

has been forwarded to the Judge of the
trial court In Oklahoma. As a great many
wealthy English people have secured dl
vorces in Oklahoma, the position taken by
the English government Is important to
tnem.

COU WALK Eli AT ST. PAUL.

Grand Army Offlceri In Conference
Over the t EncnntilmMit.

ST. PAUL, Minn., Dec. 3. Oomniander-i- n

chief Walker and staff, of the Grand
Army of the Republic, arrived iirth's city
to-d- ay and after lunch went at once into
executive session for the transaction of
firand Army business in connection with
the next encampment. A rat of 1 c-n- t

a mile has ben secured from the railroad.
Nothing: was given out from the afternoon
meeting and work was resumed behind
clcei decra Immediately tfter dlnir.

Falling of a Floor In Schnull A Co.'s
Started It Several Escapes.

There is a difference of statements con-- .
corning the origin of the flre, but all state--'

ments agree that it began In the establish-
ment of Schnull & .Co. The latter firm is
composed of Henry and Gustav A. Schnull,
W. J. ar.d George G. Griffin. On the street,
while the fire was still in its infancy, report
had it that the falling of the third floor,
which was heavily stocked, caused the flre
.o start. This statement was made by one
or two of the employes. Business men of.
the neighborhood say they heard the crash
and rushed out, but saw no smoke. Proba-
bly three minutes later smoke was ob-

served coming from the windows of the
building. A member of the firm made the
explanation that the flre had been burning
for some time undiscovered and the falling
or giving in of the third floor was the first
intimation the employes had of the fire's
existence. On the second floor there were
nve hundred cases of matches. The third
.loor fell, there is no difference of opinion
concerning that. The theory held by. many
is that the falling floor Ignited the matches,
which burned with a flash, filling the build-
ing with smoke and flames.

H. N". Goe, a merchant of Irvlngton and
a customer of Schnull & Co., was in the
elevator with two employes of the firm at
the time the floor fell. Mr. Goe had been
down in the , basement where goods were
stored because of the( overcrowded condi-
tion of the top floor.' He, with two em-
ployes, were on the levator when there
came a dull heavy sound which shook the
building. The elevator was blocked and the
shaft was filled tv 1th debris. There was
only a small opening whereby escape from
the closed shaft might be had. The two
employes were slim men and they crawled
through the opening, but Mr. Goe, who is
robust, could not make himself fit the open-
ing. He removed his overcoat, undercoat and
vest, but he could not force himself through.
Above, on the second floor, could be heard
the crackling of the 'flames and sparks
oegan to fall down the 6haft. The two em-
ployes did not desert Mr. Goe, but for a
second they seemed helpless and the sec-
ond seemed an age to the prisoner. Axes
were procured and the opening enlarged
through which Mr. Goe escaped with a
prayer . upon his Hps. His overcoat and
jud.rccat conta ninj hl3 ba X book were left
behind. The building had already filled
.vith smoke, although but a few minutes
Jiad been taken In liberating Mr. Goe. The
cookkeeper of the firm was a prl5oner be-Jo- re

he realized It. He smashed the front
,lasa with a chair In true melo-dramat- lc

;tyle, escaping in that manner. The ship-
ping clerk escaped by the roof and others

,--
ot out as best tliey could. In the con-

fusion over the fear of loss of life the
alarm was not turned in a.t once.

When the first apparatus of. the depart-
ment arrived, the entire building was filled
with smoke v. hile flames ?mred from the
second floor windows. The department wa
jn the seen probably 6even minutes after
--he floor fell. That the flre should become
o general In this space of - time makes

aiany believe that gas was probably tht
ause and it was an explosion which shool:
he building and caused the heavily stocked

third flood to fall. The seriousness of th
situation was soon realized and the entiredepartment of the city was called to thr
scene. Chief Webster was one of the first
to arrive and he engineered the work of the
men. Streams were directed at the Schnull
building, but the hearts of the crowd sick-
ened to see the water rise but to the sec-
ond floor in such weak streams as to dc
little good. The wires interferred with tht
use of the ladders. An effort was made tt
run lines to the top of the building to thr
north, for the wind was from that direc
Hon at the time, but the flames were com-
ing from the roof of the Schnull bulldlnv
and the firemen could not cet at a desirabk
distance. They worked from the tops of
tno neighboring buhdings tor a while, but
the lower floors were beginning to burr
and in order to prevent any possibility of
loss of life Chief Webster ordered his men
down. Mr. Hildebrand voiced the senti-
ment of many when he said it would be
better to have the whole square destroyed
than have a second Bo wen-Merr- ill catas
trophe. Had the department been In pos-
session of a water tower some think the
fire could have been Etopped In all proba-
bility with the loss confined to the Schnull
building. A water tower could have thrown
a half. dozen streams on the ton of this
building, a place which, the firemen could
not reach with safety to themselves.

VEERING OF THE WIND.
Tho fire traveled quickly to the building

south of Schnull & Co., occupied by the
agency of Fairbanks, Morse & Co., dealers
in scales. The wind was blowing the
lames southward, ani It lookeJ as If the
Jamage might extend as far as Georgia
s:reet. Fifteen streams of water were
poured on the burning buildings, b'lt they
failed to reach the desired rpot. Tho Fair-
banks, Mor?e St Co. bull ling was soon
burning as readily as if no water had been
poured on It. Th Ward drug house
caught, but the firemen prevented the
Barnes from passing Chesapeake street.

Oirtetly acros: the way Is the coffeo es-
tablishment of McCune & Malott. and this
irm was moving out; when there rime a

suJden har.?-- In the situation, caused by a
.hange in tne direction of the wind. The
latter bgan to come from the west, blow-
ing the smoke down in Meridian street ani
carrying the flames across the way. . The
wind continue I to change, until, at 930
o'clock, when it came from tP southwest,
making the destruction of the buildings
norh of the Schnull bullllng but a question
of iimfr. The place wre th flre besrau
continued to be the center of the coniia-gratio- n.

Directly north of the Schnull
bulliini; was the wholesale liquor houso of
Eckhouse Hrothers. which connected the
wave of destruction with the establish-
ments of Wool ford & Pohlman ani the
Hildebrand Hariware Company. At 10
o'clock the flre was so general the depart-
ment could do little but keep it under con-
trol and prevent a fpreal ncross the streets.

When the fire began to take a northward
coarse the printinj establishment of. Levey

Young; Gibraltar 99

300 Massachusetts Ave.
FRANK H. CARTER.
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HOUESEEKERS' EXCURSIONS.

South, Sonthuest and Southeast

On Different Dates
In December,

TO POINTS IN

Alsbcca, Arkansas, Indian Territory,

Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 'Mis-

souri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South

Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia.

For exact datis, rates and limits, call
on Big Four agents, 2s os.T East Wash-

ington street, 3t Jackson place and Union
Station.

11. M. BRONSON, A. G. P. A.

C, ET !0. I.
BEST LINE TO

Cincinnati,
DAYTON, TOLEDO and DETROIT.

tXAVE I3DIASAPOLIS
Cincinnati Vestitnle, dai'y 3:t0 am
C.neionati Fat Line, aJy am
itiictnbatl. Dayion. Tu. :o sou Detroit Ex-

erts. tailj except Sunday 10: 0 amIr It Fast llxprM. duly e. Mitntar '.'SOpm
Cincinnati a a Ittytcu Vestibule, laily 5:33 ,ni
OrrtnnatL Dayton. T-U- aa4 Detroit Ex-fttt- i,

lUy, excit buuuay 6:30 pm
AtiUIVE INDlANArOIXS.

1T1 am; 5.15 am; 11:43 a. ra; 5 pin; 7 23 pra; lOSi
Inu

Tor former inforunUlou call at o. 2 West Washln?-tc- n
tretrt, Wmuu dtUou or o. 134 boutn IUIuvmj

crret. iito. V. UAii-tft- , it. f. A.
D. . EDWARDS. . F. A.

fvlONON ROUTE
LouUvtUe, Sew Albany A Cblcago ltalliray.

SHOKTEST LINE TO

CHICAGO AND NORTHWEST

Pullman Vektlbule Train Service.
Train leave tlaJy at iioon anl 1133 nl?bc
Arrive CbUagni.: o. m. aiull 4oa. in.

I Lea 1 Llcao dally un ana 9.?u p. w.
Arrive lullauax-l- l.J m ant 2.2.1 a. in.ilun Act omiiolatkn (except suailay) leaves 4.00

p. m.; anlre ll.'Jt a. .

f buaico Alrir at wem enJ t'nlon SUtlon, really at
P- - n.

Detailed Information at Union S'at'.on and 2 W'tsl
WaMncton nrL OLO. V. H..LtR, l. l A.

f HA-- K J. Hi-i:- D, U. V. A.

THE WDIABAPOLIS IiREHOUSE CO.

Wnrehooieaten, FurvvattllnK anil
Coinmlaalon Merchants.

liocty advantrl on fonslannintn. Krcltrd re-
ceipt f'.yen. 0i. iOto VVibOUTH I'KNNSYLVA.
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